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Welcoming 
the world



Thinking must never submit itself,

neither to a dogma, 

nor to a party, 

nor to a passion, 

nor to an interest, 

nor to a preconceived idea, 

nor to anything whatsoever, 

except to the facts themselves, 

because for it to submit to anything else 

would be the end of its existence.

Henri Poincaré (1854 - 1912)
French mathematician and philosopher of science
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VUB welcomes 
the world
Universities that do not think and act globally, or 
do so inadequately, cannot play an important role 
in today’s world. VUB’s mission statement therefore 
explicitly affirms that this is a university with an 
international outlook. There is no alternative for 
a strong and ambitious university in the capital 
of Europe. Brussels is the decision-making centre 
par excellence in the world’s largest economy, the 
European Union. Our main campus is located just 
a stone’s throw from the European headquarters. 

In our globalised society, products and services not only tour the globe, but the implementation and distribution of scientific 
knowledge also takes place on a worldwide scale more than ever. In all areas of science enthusiastic and brilliant researchers 
are working on a common goal: to make the world a better place. This is done by increasing knowledge and insight through 
the innumerable applications resulting from scientific research, but also through the efficient and inspiring transfer of 
knowledge to new generations. 

At VUB research and education go hand in hand - they enhance each other in all faculties, in all fields of study. And we 
are pleased that around 20% of our 12,000 students are foreign nationals, since an international student body is thought-
provoking and enriching for a university. It represents an additional guarantee for the quality of education. 

Brussels University Alliance 
Together with our francophone sister university, Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB), we founded the Brussels University 
Alliance in 2010. Through the Brussels University Alliance, VUB and ULB can capitalise on their location in the heart of 
Europe and attract foreign students and researchers, and together strengthen their position in the international scientific 
landscape. The first milestone was the start of Bruface, the Brussels Faculty of Engineering, in 2011-2012. Bruface offers a 
unique range of English language Master programmes, organised by the engineering faculties at both universities. There was 
immediate interest from dozens of students from different countries. 

Our students are also becoming increasingly internationally-minded through studying abroad, and by spending more time in 
an international atmosphere on our campuses. Companies and institutions expect the new generation of entrepreneurs to 
think and work at international level. VUB needs no convincing! 

Professor Paul De Knop
Rector
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More than 175 
years of history

VUB is the offshoot of the French-speaking ULB that was 
founded in 1834 by a Brussels lawyer with Flemish origins, 
Pierre-Théodore Verhaegen. He wanted to establish a 
university that would be independent from the state and 
the church, where academic freedom would reign. 

Although some courses at the ULB’s Faculty of Law were 
already being taught in Dutch in 1935, it was not until 
1963 that almost all the faculties offered courses in Dutch. 
The Dutch-speaking university was finally split off from its 
French-speaking counterpart on 1 October 1969. 

The 1969-1970 academic year saw the start of the 
independent VUB. Under the Act of 28 May 1970, the split 
into a Dutch-language (VUB) and French-language (ULB) 
university became a legal reality. The new VUB built a brand 
new campus in Etterbeek/Elsene in the 1970s and a medical 
campus in Jette, in conjunction with a leading university 
hospital. 

The independent VUB grew apace and rapidly occupied 
a prominent position in the national and international 
landscape. Many VUB researchers are ranked as world-class.

VUB has awarded honorary doctorates to Nelson Mandela, 
Aung San Suu Kyi, Václav Havel and Sonia Gandhi, among 
others. 

In May 2010, VUB and ULB jointly celebrated their 175th 
anniversary at the Paleizenplein/Place des Palais in front of 
the Royal Palace in Brussels. 

The first Solvay conference was 
held in 1911 in Brussels and 
was organised by Ernest Solvay. 
He founded the Solvay Business 
School, which is now part of VUB.
The Solvay Conference in 1911 was attended by  
luminaries such as Albert Einstein, Henri Poincaré  
and Marie Curie.
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What’s in a name?
A great deal. That single word ‘vrije’ in ‘Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel’ means ‘free’ and really tells you everything you 
need to know about the ambition of our university: the 
promotion of research and thought without dogmas 
and prejudices. Because studying at VUB, in an open 
atmosphere of tolerance and diversity, means growing into 
an independent and critically-thinking individual who can 
cope with our fast-changing world.

Personal growth, with a positive and critical attitude in 
addition to a sense of responsibility, lie at the heart of our 
academic success. These are all characteristics that you will 
encounter in everyone at our university, from professors and 
researchers to students. VUB has thereby set itself the aim 
of promoting social diversity in both its study programmes 
as well as in its student and staff policies, by guaranteeing 
equal opportunities for all, without distinction on the 
grounds of gender, social or ethnic origins, beliefs, sexual 
orientation, age or disability.

We stand by our own opinions, sometimes despite current 
trends, but always informed by reason. VUB has always led 
and fostered discussion about ethical and social issues, and 
continues to do so.
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View of the historic centre

Brussels
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One of the world’s 
most cosmopolitan cities
It is officially bilingual (French and Dutch), although it boasts 
an astonishing variety of cultures, styles and nationalities. Being 
the capital of an expanding Europe, Brussels is an international 
city like no other, easily accessible from all over Europe. One 
third of its 1.1m population is of foreign origin, and this makes 
for a unique atmosphere in which cultures interact easily with 
one another. English is an important language in Brussels 
because of the numerous international political organisations 
(like the headquarters of the European Commission, the 
European Council, the European Parliament and NATO). This 
international decision centre is also home to 1,700 international 
associations, 1,000 foreign press correspondents and 2,500 
lobbyists. Language is not a barrier in the capital of Europe, a 
city counting the highest concentration of diplomatic missions 
in the world. 

Brussels is a historical centre. Whether you want to unravel 
the mysteries of Brussels by exploring the Atomium, symbol of 
the 1958 world expo held in Brussels, or by checking out the 
different outfits of the world famous Manneken Pis, discovering 
Brussels will yield many surprises.

Brussels is also a centre for the arts. Feel like delving into its 
rich cultural heritage? A wide variety of museums, theatres, 
and concert halls will see to your every need. Grab a movie at 
Kinepolis, one of the largest theatres in Europe or relive the 
adventures of Belgium’s comic book heroes like Tintin and his 
dog Snowy at the Comic Book Museum. 

Brussels is also a delight for your taste buds. Chocolate, delicious 
local cuisine, the smell of hot waffles on a cold winter’s day, 
bars and pubs that never close. You will find it all. Belgium 
boasts an incredible diversity of beers, many of them flavoured 
with herbs, spices and fruits. 

Brussels is the largest student city in Belgium. Education is 
free and compulsory until the age of 18. The cost of attending 
university is very reasonable due to government funding.

 •  International decision centre

 •  Easy accessibility from all over Europe

 •  Highest concentration of diplomatic 
  missions in the world

 •  2,000 foreign companies active in Brussels
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VUB is a dynamic and modern university 
with almost two centuries of history. The 
university and the university hospital are 
located on two green campuses in the 
Brussels Capital Region. The community 
counts around 12,000 students, 2,400 of 
which are international. VUB offers high-
quality graduate programmes taught in 
English and prestigious research performed 
by more than 150 internationally recognised 
research teams. The campus has everything 
a student needs: an extensive library, 
modern computer labs, sports facilities, two 
restaurants, a job service, a career centre, 
cultural activities and language centres.
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“Europe needs well-trained and critically thinking intellectuals who help shape the policies of the 
future. The principles underpinning teaching and research at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel help to 
address the challenges we face today, and have been a stimulating factor in my career.”

Karel De Gucht, European Commissioner for Trade , Belgium

“A couple of years ago, I came to the VUB as an Erasmus student from Greece. I don’t regret 
this decision for one moment. The Master of Advanced Studies in Linguistics is more than 
I ever hoped for! It gives me the chance to learn, to grow and to do research. The study 
guidance is very good. I really like it here. 
I might even end up living in Brussels! Brussels is the capital of Europe and you see that 
in all kinds of things. You meet so many people from different countries, speaking all kinds 
of languages. What place is better suited to study linguistics! Moreover, Brussels is really a 
splendid city to live in.”

Charis, Greece

Linguistics

“The MSc in Molecular Biology changed my life. It was here that my research career was launched. It was at this point 
that I understood the hot topic of bio-technology (and related disciplines). It was here that I acquired global friends. And 
it was from this point on that I entirely re-oriented my global perception.”

Steven, Uganda

Molecular Biology 

The open interdisciplinary vision of the VUB prepared me well for a career in the technology 
industry. The hardware, software and business aspects covered in the Electronical Engineering 
study and the PhD are invaluable. I apply them at SoftKinetic every day!

Ilse Ravyse, SoftKinetic R&D Funding Manager, VUB spin-off, Belgium

SoftKinetic (VUB spin-off)

What students and researchers say

“As a recent Law graduate, I felt the need to pursue an advanced Master of Laws (LL.M.) programme, which equipped 
me with an international perspective for the challenges of working in a legal environment that is becoming increasingly 
global. The LL.M. in International and European Law at the VUB’s Institute for European Studies (IES) offers this and more. 
Some of the professors are EU practitioners or work in major international law firms, which creates great networking 
opportunities. 
Moreover, I was drawn to the fact that IES is truly multi-cultural and multi-national, which is reflected in the diverse 
composition of the student body and the university’s commitment to internationalisation.”

Pauline, United Kingdom

Law Studies

I completed my master degree at the Northwestern Politechnical University (NPU) of Xi’an, 
China. In the last year of my degree at NPU I worked on a collaborative research project 
between VUB and NPU. This gave me the chance to apply for a scholarship under the VUB 
- China Scholarship Council (CSC) Programme and pursue my PhD at VUB, without losing 
touch with my home university.
My hosting department at the VUB offers me top research facilities, a friendly atmosphere, 
social events, a multicultural environment and a platform to discuss any issues or problems 
with fellow graduates or senior researchers. 

Fengna Wang, VUB-CSC PhD candidate, China

Electronics and Informatics
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Education

Quality first
Critical as we are, also about ourselves, we ask our students 
to assess their courses every semester. 
We do not only rely on our own assessment of the quality 
of our education. External experts also closely monitor 
the standard of our qualifications. All degree programmes 
offered by VUB are accredited by the Dutch Flemish 
Accreditation Organisation (NVAO).

Pioneer
VUB has been a pioneer in education for many years and 
was the first institution in Belgium to offer a whole range 
of new programmes (communications science, computer 
science and applied computer science, biomedical science, 
gerontology, adult education, photonics, herpetology,...) to 
meet the upcoming needs of society.

Choice and flexibility
VUB offers a full range of Bachelor and Master courses, 
including various programmes taught in English. The key 
concept in this range of courses is flexibility. The system of 
majors and minors enables students to plan their studies in 
a way that best meets their interests, by supplementing the 
chosen main subject with a choice of additional courses.

VUB offers Master, Advanced Master and 
Postgraduate Certificate Programmes taught 
in English, next to an extensive portfolio of 
Bachelors and other programmes - such as 
teacher training - in Dutch.

Fields of study are:
	 •	Engineering
	 •	Science	and	Bio-engineering	Sciences
	 •	Economics,	Political	and	
  Social Sciences
	 •	Arts	and	Philosophy
	 •	Psychology	and	Educational	Sciences
	 •	Law	and	Criminology
	 •	Physical	Education	and	Physiotherapy
	 •	Medicine	and	Pharmacy
 
What makes education at VUB different? 
With all the fields of study represented, 
students can go above and beyond their 
own discipline: they can exchange 
experiences, cultures, ideas and values. At 
VUB, students have good relationships with 
their lecturers and assistants. Thanks to 
an open-door policy, faculty members are 
always available to students and are happy 
to answer all their questions. Small group 
workshops are also used to ensure close 
interaction and hands-on experience.

Thanks to government funding, quality 
education is offered at a reasonable  
tuition fee.



11

Ed
uc

at
io

n

The Institute for European Studies (IES) is an academic 
Centre of Excellence and a policy think-tank that focuses 
on the European Union within an international setting. 
The institute advances academic education and research in 
various disciplines, and provides services to policy-makers, 
scholars, stakeholders and the general public.

While promoting European Studies in general, the IES 
specifically explores EU institutions, policies and law 
within the context of globalisation and global governance, 
including a focus on the EU in international affairs and 
institutions. The institute’s activities focus on the various 
ways in which institutions, law and politics interact with 
each other in the EU, its Member States and at international 
level. 

IES organises two advanced Master programmes 
(International and European Law, and European Integration 
and Development), a summer school, e-learning modules 
and a postgraduate programme on European Policy Making.

www.ies.be

The Brussels Institute of Contemporary China Studies 
(BICCS) is Europe’s main academic hub between Europe 
and China. It aims to increase European understanding of 
contemporary China and its impact on world affairs. The 
BICCS team is committed to comprehensive research in four 
main areas:

 •  China and the European Union
 •  Foreign and Security Policy
 •  China’s domestic transition
 •  Chinese Law

Departing from solid academic research and training 
activities, BICCS provides cutting-edge education for 
graduates and professionals. The institute runs four 
major postgraduate programmes on business, investment, 
legal, political and intercultural issues, as well as Chinese 
language courses.

www.vub.ac.be/en/biccs
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Research
Since its inception more than 40 years ago, research at VUB has gained a formidable reputation 
in the international circuit. This is the result of the large number of references to our scientific 
publications, our participation in European research, our commitment towards international aid 
and development, the numerous international congresses organised on our campuses and much 
more. 

At VUB we advocate the maintenance and development of our own quality-driven  
research culture, with respect for diversity of hypotheses and approach, personal initiative  
and long-term thinking. This was confirmed by an assessment of our research by international 
experts commissioned by the Flemish University Council.

A sound policy Innovation, Technology & 
Knowledge Transfer

At VUB, we see our PhD students as junior researchers who 
may need a certain degree of guidance and support, yet 
are themselves best placed to identify their own particular 
training needs, issues and concerns. The Doctoral Training 
Programme is therefore tailored to the actual needs of 
individual PhD students. 

The Programme presents PhD students with a structural 
framework for acquiring and developing skills that will 
support both their research and their teaching abilities, 
but will also prove valuable outside their discipline and the 
academic environment.  

VUB’s research excellence is situated in a broad range of 
domains, such as:

•	Health	and	life	sciences:	reproductive	medicine,	medical	
imaging, diabetes, cardiovascular diseases, oncology 
and (medical) biotechnology

•	 Sciences	 and	 engineering:	 photonics,	 electronics	 and	
ICT, software engineering/programming, material 
science, chemical engineering, industrial microbiology, 
chemistry, physics, mobility and automotive technology

•	Humanities:	multilinguism,	end-of-life	care	and	media	
studies.

Research in all of the abovementioned domains is financially 
supported by VUB, covering fundamental and strategic as 
well as application-oriented research. 

VUB supports all R&D activities: from scientific discovery 
and exploration of new knowledge up to invention and 
development, including interaction with regional and 
worldwide industrial and economic actors, the non-
profit sector, policy makers and governments. Economic 
valorisation of university research is considered to be one of 
the university’s key missions. 

This implies organising awareness campaigns and 
professional support for industrial valorisation through 
companies, the stimulation of entrepreneurship within 
the research community, the generation of new economic 
activity by creating spin-off companies founded on 
university know-how, the permanent follow-up of patent 
strategy and the set-up of an industrial and financial expert 
network.

Technology Transfer Interface
The valorisation of research results implies that the 
knowledge gained and the results of scientific research and 
technology of the university are made available to society 
and, primarily, to industry. These aspects are managed and 
coordinated by the Technology Transfer Interface (TTI), 
which is part of the R&D Department.

Via the TTI, VUB generates a so-called ‘deal flow’: identifying 
research results that are suitable for economic valorisation, 
and guiding technology transfer dossiers and spin-off 
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projects. As a link between the university and industry, 
the TTI guides researchers through every stage of their 
collaboration with industry.

www.vubtechtransfer.be

QBIC Fund – a cross-regional, inter-university seed fund 
group
Ghent University (UGent), Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB), 
and University of Antwerp (UA) have joined forces to launch 
the QBIC Fund. The QBIC Fund builds on the strengths of 
three universities with a longstanding research tradition. 
These universities are now moving from being academic-
output-driven to being more balanced in their output, 
targeting both academic excellence and societal and  
economic value creation. 
In support of this new strategy, the three universities have 
put new structures and budgets into place to strengthen 
their in-house incubation efforts in order to increase both 
the quality and quantity of their valorisation initiatives. 
Since the creation of technology ventures with high growth 
potential is a key economic development target, the QBIC 
Fund is a timely initiative to further reinforce this strategy.

The QBIC Fund will provide limited seed capital financing to 
academic spin-off projects prior to the actual incorporation 
of the spin-off through its Business Accelerator Company, 
as well as start-up capital to a broad range of technology  

ventures that have their roots in the partner university 
research programmes.

www.qbic.be

ICAB – Infrastructure and services for entrepreneurs and 
young technology companies
The VUB incubation centre (ICAB) for spin-offs and new ICT 
companies was officially opened in January 2010.
Young companies are offered help in setting up their 
business plan, and can make use of administrative, juridical 
and tax assistance. The university, the Brussels Regional 
Society for Development (GOMB) and the Brussels-Capital 
region, who are main stakeholders, have invested almost 12 
million euro together with partners from the private sector.

In 2003 VUB launched a unique kind of academic and 
corporate network - CROSSTALKS. The network closes the 
gap between the academic and the industrial worlds. It 
aims to create efficient interrelation dynamics that enable 
exchange of views through themed encounters that cut 
across specific disciplines with the active participation of 
key players from all levels of society.

www.icabrussel.be
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International
Internationalisation is one of the top priorities in the strategic plan of VUB. VUB takes the lead in recruiting high-level 
international students and professors by offering an attractive international, English-taught educational portfolio. 
Exchange of case studies, cultures, ideas and values are an enriching experience for all students. Researchers are 
integrated into internationally-renowned research teams. All educational and research programmes have one 
common objective - sustainable innovation.

The International Relations and Mobility Office:
	 •	offers	social	and	administrative	assistance	to	students	and	staff	with	regard	to	mobility
	 •	manages	a	large	number	of	scholarship	programmes	with	grants	available	to	domestic	and	international	
  students, based on a number of criteria
	 •	offers	support	in	the	design	and	implementation	of	selected	international	projects,	in	collaboration	with	
  VUB-academics and international partners or larger consortia
	 •	provides	students	of	all	nationalities	with	information	on	university	life	and	facilitates	their	integration	by	 

 organising a wide range of cultural, social and sports activities in collaboration with student associations.

Scholarship programmes
A number of scholarships and grants are available to domestic and international students based on criteria such as  
nationality, academic performance, programme of study, and level of study. These financing opportunities are 
made available either by VUB itself, by funding agencies such as the Belgian Technical Cooperation, the Flemish 
Interuniversity Council through the University Development Cooperation programme, the China Scholarship Council, 
the European Commission, or by other cooperation agreements. 
For more information, go to www.vub.ac.be/en/finance

Brussels Diplomatic 
Academy

The EU-Korea Institute 
(EKI)

In the light of the ever-increasing globalisation, and 
being located in Brussels - a city with the second largest 
concentration of diplomats after Washington DC - the VUB 
decided to establish the Brussels Diplomatic Academy.

Functioning as a knowledge centre for business diplomacy 
and international entrepreneurship, the Academy will 
prepare students for a career in diplomacy or international 
business. Seminars and executive courses will be offered to 
diplomats and business people.

www.brusselsdiplomaticacademy.eu

The EU-Korea Institute project seeks to bring new energy 
into strengthening the EU’s cooperation with Korea across 

a variety of issues, in close partnership with several EU and 
Korean academic, research, and industry institutions. 
As the first EU think-tank on EU-Korea relations, EKI aims 
to provide the wider EU and Korean public, consisting of 
institutions, governments, business executives, journalists, 
NGOs, students and other interested citizens, with the 
opportunity to better understand EU-Korea relations and 
the policy-choices facing them. 

EKI strengthens and advances EU-Korea/Northeast Asian 
relations through the promotion of policy-oriented research, 
higher education, knowledge-building and networking, 
publication and expertise services.
As a policy-oriented think-tank, as well as a provider of 
higher education and expertise, EKI works in the following 
six areas:

•	law	and	political	economy
•	science	and	technology	(R&D)
•	trade	and	economic	integration	
•	energy	and	the	environment
•	regional	and	global	security
•	higher	education.

www.vub.ac.be/en/eki
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International students

VUB in a nutshell

International networks
VUB is member of various international networks, 
including: UNICA (Network of Universities from the 
Capitals of Europe), T.I.M.E. (Top Industrial Managers 
for Europe), EUA (European University Association), 
SAR (Scholars at Risk), IBE (Institute for Studies Brazil 
Europe), PEACE (Palestinian/European Academic 
Co-operation in Education), EIASM (European Institute 
for Advanced Studies in Management), EUROPACE 
(European Programme of Advanced Continuing 
Education).

12,000 students
120 nationalities
20% international students
8 faculties

Degree programmes:
• 27 Bachelor
• 90 Master and Advanced Master (32 in English)
• 35+ PhD disciplines

3,000 staff
• 2,000 academic staff (38% female)
• 1,000 administrative staff (61% female)
3,350 staff at the university hospital, UZ Brussel

Physical Education and Physiotherapy (LK)

% student registrations per faculty of all student registrations at VUB

% international student registrations per faculty

FACULTy

Arts and Philosophy (LW)

Law and Criminology (RC)

Economics, Social and Political Sciences and 
the Solvay Business School (ES)

Psychology and Educational Sciences (PE)

Faculty of Science and Bio-Engineering 
Sciences (WE)

Medicine and Pharmacy (GE)

Engineering (IR)

14,97 %

11,85 %

8,44 %

22,42 %

23,37 %

11,20 %

9,36 %

9,52 %

12,56 %

18,84 %

8,22 %

6,46 %

8,11 %

38,25 %

31,53 %

14,64 %



General information

Vrije Universiteit Brussel – Campus Etterbeek
Pleinlaan 2 – 1050 Brussels
Belgium - Europe

Vrije Universiteit Brussel – Campus Jette
Laarbeeklaan 103 - 1090 Brussels
Belgium - Europe

[E] info@vub.ac.be
[W] www.vub.ac.be/en

International Relations and  
Mobility Office

[T] +32 (0)2 614 81 01
[F] +32 (0)2 614 80 80
[E] international.relations@vub.ac.be
[W] www.vub.ac.be/irmo

The ellipse is a dynamic shape because it has two centres. It is 
a symbol for an anti-dogmatic and heliocentric world view. 
(Renaat Braem, architect)

Today, this building houses the rectorate and the central 
services of the university.
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